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Greetings Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
The Good Shepherd Mission Foundation Board members are
pleased to provide you with a newsletter which will help keep
you abreast of all the amazing acts of
service occurring daily in the many facets of the Good Shepherd mission in
India. From the hospital and HIV clinic
to the orphanage and home for the elderly, Brother Henry, his family, and all
the staff continue to serve in the name
of Jesus Christ. Brother Henry reports,
“All projects at GSM are going along well: HIV/TB Centre, Hospital, Kolladam Med. Center, School, Youth Meetings, Evangelist Programs, Village Ministry, and Tailoring Project in Nandalur.” A new water tower was erected next to the hospital and classes have begun in
the new Good Shepherd English Medium School as construction continues to progress.
Brother Henry asks that you continue to keep all these projects in your prayers and sincerely thanks you for letting GMS into your hearts. Your spiritual and financial support
help ensure the successful operation of the hospital and the mobile medical clinics.
In addition to providing cataract surgery and
hysterectomies each month, the GSM Hospital offers medical clinics, medicine, immunizations, and
dental care to people of all religions, social castes,
ages, and ability to pay.
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Brother Henry visited the United States in October and had a very busy itinerary. In addition to preaching at several churches and visiting with many pastors, Brother Henry had the opportunity to visit Global Nim in Pittsburgh and observe Dr. Altman’s cataract surgeries and office procedures. Brother Henry also visited the offices of Dr. Ravi Ghanta of Digestive Disease Associates and Dr. Todd Harris of Drayer Physical Therapy to gain a better understanding of Western medical practices.
As always, one of Brother Henry’s favorite parts of his visit is connecting with old friends and making new friends. The GSM
Foundation Board members hosted an Ice Cream social meet and greet at Calvary UMC, Mohnton. There, Brother Henry
met the 2017-18 mission team members.
THANK YOU to all those who made the June Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ a success! The foundation raised $1,428.00 to
fund the hospital. Save the Date: September 25, 2018 - Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ Walgreens Parking lot in Shillington.

Brother Henry presents a prayer shawl to
Pastor Scott Widmer at Calvary UMC in
Mohnton, PA (left) and Father Chip Sealdale of Saint Andrews Episcopal Church in
Edgartown Massachusetts (above).
Meeting doctors and observing Western
medical procedures prove to be
enlightening.

On December 26, 2017, ten members of Calvary’s mission team, Ambassadors of Love, departed for the
GSM. While in Puttur, India, the team administered 466
Hep B immunizations to children. About 400 others
were treated for ailments and pain or received prescriptions. The team attended worship services, served
many meals to the poor and homeless, and interacted
with the staff and children at the orphanage. The team
noted all the growth happening at the Good Shepherd
Mission compound including new medical equipment
for the hospital, a new water tower, and the construction of an English Medium School. “Where God guides,
He provides.” Isaiah 58:11
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Connecting with friends at the Ice
Cream Social. Brother Henry with Luke
and Ben Myers.

Testimony from Vickie Dautrich
GSM Team Member January 2018

time at the Good Shepherd Mission compound, we interacted with the children, playing cricket, soccer, Marco Polo, a
version of duck, duck goose, or just braiding hair and talking to one another.

For years I had been hearing stories about Good Shep-

Through the generosity of Calvary and others, our team

herd Mission and listening to the experiences of those from

was able to sponsor and participate in four medical clinics:

Calvary church who went on the mission trips to Puttur,

one at the Good Shepherd Mission Hospital and three oth-

India. I became especially interested when I heard all of the

ers in various surrounding villages. We spent an evening at

stories from the last mission group that went for many of

the HIV/Aids hospice sponsored by Good Shepherd Mis-

the young adults who went were similar in age to my two

sion and provided food and blankets to those with this ill-

children. Connor is a junior at Penn State, does well aca-

ness.

demically and is comfortable talking with people in any so-

served nu-

cial setting. Mckenna is a high school senior who is strong

merous

and independent, always there to champion and fight for

meals and

the underdog. Both Connor and Mckenna are good, kind

gave blan-

hearted kids, but I began to notice instances of entitlement

kets to the

and self absorption. In light of this, I thought being part of

homeless,

the team going to the Good Shepherd Mission could pro-

orphans,

vide them with an improved perspective, some needed

beggars,

grounding, and hopefully a desire to give back in some

and

way.

sies from Puttur and the surrounding areas. All of these

We

gyp-

As the trip grew closer, I became more and more excited

experiences were both heartbreaking and heartwarming,

about watching Mckenna and Connor in new experiences.

often feeling both emotions at the same time. During our

Finally after flying from Newark to Athens to Dubai into

time at Good Shepherd Mission, I saw, as expected, Connor drawn to the children, playing with or just hanging out
with them at every opportunity. He even happily let the girls
braid his hair and give him henna tattoos. He was especially touched by the children at the HIV/Aids clinic and hardships they’ve have endured in their short lives. Connor revealed, “My trip to India was arguably the most impactful
experience I have ever had. Meeting so many people who
are happy, generous, and caring, yet have so little, really
has taught me that I really have nothing to ever complain
about. It reaffirmed how lucky I am to have such a fortunate
life. The least I can do to show my appreciation is give
what I can to people in need like those at Good Shepherd
Mission. The bonds that I made with the children over there

Chennai and then about a two hour bus ride, we arrived at

playing cricket, soccer, and other games is so strong I wish

Good Shepherd Mission on December 28th. As soon as we

to be a part of the mission and give to those kids and oth-

stepped off the bus, we were greeted by children and so

ers to come for the rest of my life.” Mckenna, is a little

much fan fare. I just wanted to slow down time so I wouldn’t

tougher nut to crack, not so easy to read or as open with

miss anything. From the moment we arrived , we were sur-

what is in her heart and on her mind. She too was drawn to

rounded by friendly, smiling faces both young and old.

the children and spent much of her free time playing and

Nothing seemed to matter more to everyone at Good Shep-

dancing with them.

herd Mission than our comfort and well being. During free

At first she watched at a distance behind her

It wasn’t until after I was back home for awhile and

brother, but she soon stepped out on her own with

had settled back into my routine that I realized I had

the children and others in various settings. Enjoying

in fact changed. It wasn’t one pivotal moment, and it

playing games, sitting down and chatting with the

wasn’t a wholesale transformation, but rather a se-

girls and Brother Henry, and after a few short instruc-

ries of moments that have caused subtle changes in

tions confidently preparing the syringes for the injec-

the way I look at people and experiences. I was re-

tions at each of the medical clinics. Mckenna said,

minded and became more aware of the effect of a

“The trip to India has been the greatest experience of

simple smile and more in tune with the happiness

my life. Getting to be a part of something bigger than

found in simplicity. I’m not looking at a person in

myself is something I will cherish forever. I will never

judgment but trying to look inside for signs as to what

forget the faces and smiles of the kids at the orphan-

they might be experiencing in that moment and what

age and of the children across the city in the different

I can do to make that moment easier or more com-

villages. India will always be in my heart and I can’t

forting. I don’t remember the circumstances, but

wait to go again.”

while we were at Good Shepherd Mission Pastor

I am grateful to have had the opportunity to take

Scott cited a quote by Saint Francis that struck me

Connor and Mckenna on such a wonderful trip and I

and sums up my experience and the impact of my

am anxious to see as time passes where the experi-

trip to Good Shepherd Mission. “Preach the gospel

ences from this trip take them. As for me, I didn’t

everywhere at all times. When necessary use

know how I would react to the trip, I knew it would be

words”.

meaningful but I had no idea how it would impact me.
All while we prepared for the trip over the 14 months
or so, and hearing the stories from those on the team
that had visited before, I wondered if I would somehow have spiritual epiphany at one point on the trip;
a God moment that some spoke about. I did not.
When I got back home everyone asked, “how was
your trip’,” my sincere response was always, “ it was
great, we can’t wait to go back again.” Inevitably they
would ask me why and I would struggle to articulate
an answer. The areas we visited while at GSM were
the poorest and often some of the most primitive
places I’d ever been, but the beauty in the landscape beyond the trash and the beauty in the people
beyond their poverty touched me in ways that are
difficult to express. I’ve never been surrounded by so
much hardship while at the same time so much
warmth and genuine happiness over the simplest
things in life. There seemed to be endless smiles and
laughter in spite of their circumstances; something
not regularly witnessed in this country in spite of all
the comforts and opportunities we have available to
us.

